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Abstract

The purpose of the research on the quality of working life of the staff who work at Wangnamkhiao Sub-
district Administrative Organization, Kamphaengsaen, Nakhonprathom is to study the quality of the staff's
working life, classified by personal status, sex, age, education, position, duration of operation and salaries. The
samples include executive officers and personnels on duty at the Wangnamkhiao Sub-district Administrative
Organization, Kamphaengsaen, Nakhonprathom,

In this quantitative oriented research, the researchers used the questionnaire as the research tool. The
questionnaire, composed of two mainly parts which are 1) respondents' personal data and 2) questions
concerning the quality of working life, was spread to 75 persons who are working at Wangnamkhiao Sub-district
Administrative Organization in all levels. The data gathered from the questionnaire were analyzed by the data
analysis software based on 5 different issues: 1) adequate and reasonable salary, 2) good health and security on
work, 3) capability development, 4) stability and progress, and 5) social value or co-opearation.

The result of study demonstrates that the quality of working life of Wangnamkhiao Sub-district
Administrative Organization's staff is at moderate level in all aspects, reflecting the slowdown in economic
growth at the present, as well as the organization administration quality which could not support its personnel
sufficiently and efficiently, leading to the lack of reliability and confidence upon the organization itself.

According to the study result, The researchers suggest that the organization leaders or the authority
base themselves on good governance policy so that the administration could be conducted fairly and equally.
The organization personnel should adapt themselves to suit their own living condition with the current economic
situation by being cautious on the expenses, learning to do proper saving, and deliberately comprehending the

philosophy of sufficiency economy which could be a powerful principles for living a good life.

Keywords : Life quality , Working , Authority and personality.
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Abstract

The study is intended. 1) to study the binding to the Organization of police supervision Division 1 Division
of special operations police regulations of the national police. 2) to compare educational level of government
commitment to the organization, corporate Division 1 Division of special operations police regulations of the
National Police. By personal factors.

This research, Research survey(survey research) tool used to collect questionnaire data is created with the
research sample. Police division is directed. Police special operations division 1 regulations national police of 188
people and the information has been processed by computer. Finished using the statistics for social science research.
Statistics based on data analysis is the frequency percentage of the average value standard deviation.Statistical test
the difference between different variables. Using statistical (t-test) in the case of samples using a 2 group and the
comparison samples from up to 3 groups. Use the same type of analysis of variance (one-way Analysis of Variance)

The research found The level of commitment to the Organization of police supervision division ldivision
of special operations police regulation police. Overall in the medium and is given by order of the income of the
average maximum to a minimum is the attachment to the secondary colleagues. Attachment to the work practices.
The expectations that will receive a response from the organization.Confidence in the organization and commitment
to the commander.

The hypothesis testing showed that variables at different levels of education are bound to the organization
of the police division 1 Division command police spies. National police difference is statistically significant at 0.05
level. The recognition of assumptions above 3 variables as gender, age, status level and duration of operation vary.
Is bound to the organization of the police division 1 division special operations police regulations of the national

police are not different. Which rejected any hypothesis that 1,2,4,5 and 6

Keyword: Organizational Commitment, the police commissioner.
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to 1) study the basic structure public services of Lum Narai
Subdistrrict Administrative Organization, Chai Badarn, Lop Buri 2) compare the Basic structure public services of
Lum Narai Subdistrict Administrative Organization, Chai Badarn, Lop Buri. The sample, 384 persons, was selected
from people who live in Lum Narai Subdistrrict Administrative Organization area, using the questionnaire to gather
information at the confident level of .899. The statistics software was used to analyze all information including
percentage, average (mean), standard deviation (S.D.) and t-tast for 2 sample groups. For over 3 sample groups, f-
test and one-way ONOVA were used for the analysis. And the Fisher’s least significant differences, LSD, was used

when the statistical significance had been found.

The findings indicated that

1. The overview of public opinion is in high rating, sorting from the most to the least, water supply
service, electricity service and traffic and road service.

2. distinguishing between gender and education, the comparison of basic structure public services of Lum
Narai Subdistrict Administrative Organization, Chai Badarn, Lop Buri has statistical significance of .05. And there

is no difference, distinguishing between age, status, education, career and monthly income.
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Abstract

The research was entitled to People’s Opinions Toward of Good Governance in Administrative Organization
Management : A case study of Ban Koh Sub-district Municipality Amphoe Mueang Uttaradit Province. The purposes of this
study were ; 1) to apply the good governance for the administration of Ban Koh Sub-district Municipality Amphoe Mueang
Uttaradit Province. 2) to compare the people ‘s opinions toward the application of the good governance for the administration
of Ban Koh Sub-district Municipality Amphoe Mueang Uttaradit Province.

The study was a descriptive research. The instrument used in study was 5-scale questionnaire which had been sample
group of thirty people. The population and samples were 383 people who have been live in the Ban Koh Sub-district
Municipality Amphoe Mueang Uttaradit Province. The data were analyzed by using the statistical package program to
determine percentage, mean, standard deviation, ANOVA, and Sheffe’s method for pair-wise comparison.

1. The results of the the people ‘s opinions on applying the principles of good governance for the administration
of Ban Koh Sub-district Municipality Amphoe Mueang Uttaradit Province was overall at a high level with average of 3.88.
With regard to each aspect, it was also at a high level, sorting the arithmetic mean from highest to lowest; their opinion ethe
highest level with the average of 3.98 is responsibility and a second level with the average of 3.96 is morality and the lowest
level with the average of 3.75 is followed by participation.

2. The comparison of the people’s opinions on applying the principles of good governance for the administration
of of Ban Koh Sub-district Municipality Amphoe Mueang Uttaradit Province. The testing of hypothesis revealed that
personal factors concerning sex, age , education level, occupation and income did not affect the difference in their
satisfaction. Except the people to know information from municipality affected the difference in their satisfaction at the .05

level.

Keyword : Teacher’s opinions , Director’s Leadership, Leadership of the schools
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The Use of Line Social Media for Political Purposes in Thai Politics: Historical Review.
Thammarak Ruengcharas, Ph.D.

Abtract

Political turmoil and violence has been with Thailand for a decade. People are divided into political dicvision since 2005 and
they become uncertain to discuss about politics in daily life and turn to use online social media. In light of these problems,
this paper analyzes how Thai use Line Social Media for political purposes and how it plays role in spreading hatred in Thai
politics. This is to understand and analyze how Thai use Social Media for political purposes; how hatred is provoked among
online users though they do not know each other before, and what will be the result of this hatred provocation. The main
methodology is qualitative study using the methods of personal interviews with 30 Line Social Media users and the analysis
of contents posted on timeline of political selected Line Social Media pages.

The analysis reveals that there are at least two main reasons that divided Thai into political division: the political conflicts in
Thailand that divided people into political camps since 2005 and the taboo in discussing some political issues in real life. This
political division becomes more divided. Therefore, people turn to use online communities to express political views. Line
Social Media gains popularity due to its potential in facilitating political communication and participation; the success of
using Line Social Media among Thais; the availability of internet and low cost of multimedia mobile phones; simplicity of
Line Social Media in using; the collection of like-minded members in the political Line Social Media pages. The main
objectives of political Line Social Media pages mainly are for publicizing political views; attacking political opponents;
sanctioning in online community; threatening to use violence; to mobilize people; and to reproduce political discourses.
However, the results from the case study found that in expressing political views, Thai use rude and curse words which results
further to the existence of hatred against the political opponents on political Line Social Media pages. The contents found
from the case are full with the uses of hate speech which has potential in leading to violence in reality such as the exclusion,
the killing or the genocide of those who are opponents based on nationality, languages, religion or political views.

Keywords: Thai Politics, Social Media, Hate Speech, Political Participation

Introduction

It is known that the reproduction of any information can cause people to believe such information as truth and disseminate to
families, friends, colleagues from generation to generation. This is powerful especially the belief that causes hatred. The 9/11
tragedy in the United States exemplifies this very well. The reproduction of news repeatedly about the death and loss of
people that caused by some extremist Muslim terrorists eventually made people around the world have negative opinions
against the rest Muslim in the world. To demonstrate, in France the law was issued to prohibit all Muslim women wearing veil
claiming for the human rights and the security reasons (Chaisukkosol 2011: p. 23) or the classical example of genocide the

Jews propagandized by Hitler (Smith, 2011: 13, Chaisukkosol 2011: 23). Even the case of Rwanda, the reproduction of
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information via local radio was one of the driving force that made the Hutu genocide the Tutsi (Straus 2007: 632).
Undoubtedly, the reproduction of any information can cause hatred among information consumers.

Thai politics has been violated and dangerous. The clashes between the opponent demonstrators and the government
officers caused at least 100 dead people and a huge number of the injured, including the damage of buildings and public
places (Lefevre 2012, King Prajadhipok's Institute (KPI) 2012: 6). This led Thai people to become uncertain with their
expression of political opinions as they cannot be sure if they are talking with the people who have same political views or
not, even with the family members, friends, colleagues, or with other people that they have to interact in everyday life. The
different views on politics already divides people into political camps.

Even worse, after the coup d’état in 2006, the political opinion of Thai people are divided more intensively (KPI
2012: 6, Kummetha 2012: 50). Legitimacy of the monarchical institution is questioned as accused of legitimizing the military,
combined with the existing Lese Majeste law that prohibits people to discuss about the monarchical institutions (Kummetha
2012: 50). When the people cannot talk about this in their real life, they moved to the online communities through the use of
Line Social Mediawhich is safer and less risky in getting caught.

Due to the mentioned reasons, we found this is interesting and wish to understand how Thai use Line Social Mediafor
political purposes, what causes people to hate against the others that much even they have never known each other before.

In this research the Line Social Mediatools, launched in 2006, is chosen because it gains popularity from people

around the world use (International Telecommunications Union (ITU), 2013). For Thailand, though the total number of
population is only 67 million, quite small comparing to other countries that rank top ten, Thailand ranks 13th in the world
with 18.20 million users in 2013. 90.21% of 23.70 million of inter-net users (Truehits.net, 2013) who have Line Social
Mediaaccounts. It can be said that Line Social Mediaplays an increasing role as a communicating channel in Thailand.
As the advantages of Line Social Mediahave double-edged sword, this research pays particular attention to the uses of this
space for political purposes which becomes more violent in Thai society as the words used in Line Social Mediamostly are the
hate speech (Taksinwarajan 2011: 219-220, Matichon Online 2012; Media Monitor 2012: 1). The research aims to find out
how Line Social Mediais used for political purposes in Thailand, if it is true that it is used to provoke hatred and political
divisions among Thai Line Social Mediausers; what kinds of violent words are used and what are the evidences of political
divisions among Line Social Mediausers caused by the use of such hate speech during the first two years of
Yingluck’sadministration.

Since there are not so many researches on the use of Line Social Mediafor political participation in Thailand, this
research is aimed to find out especially how people hate those who have different political views that much without knowing
each other before. This research thus examines the behaviors of Thai in using Line Social Mediaand analyses how Line Social
role in Thai politics and how it can be used to provoke hatred among users. This research is also aimed to contribute more
understanding on Thai politics and conflicts that lead to political division of people in online communities which has potential
as one of the driving forces that turns people to hate the opponents in online communities which might reflect what happens in

the reality of Thai politics and causes the real hatred in offline communities.
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Research question

1. How Line Social Mediaplays roles in political communication and in political participation both online and offline? Are
there any uses of Line Social Mediain spreading hatred against political opponents for political communication in Thai
politics? What are their importance on Thai politics in online community and in real world?

2. What causes political divisions and hatred among Thai to hate against the others that much even they have never known
each other before?

3. What is the roles of Line Social Mediain Thai politics and how Thai use it for political purposes?

Social media

Line Social Mediais defined as ‘‘a group of internet-based applications that build on the ideological and
technological foundations of Web 2.0 that allow the creation and exchange of user-generated content’” (Kaplan and Haenlein
2010 cited in Stieglitz and Dang-Xuan 2012: 2). It encompasses a wide range of online digital medias including websites,
blogs, discussion boards, chat rooms, e-mail, and social networking sites (SNS). Line Social Mediaproducts are numerous and
varied such as MySpace, Social Media, Twitter etc; sharing sites (video sharing like YouTube); photo sharing like Flickr,
Picasa; music sharing like 4shared; con-tent sharing; blogs; business network like LinkedIn; collaborative websites like
Wikipedia; commerce communities namely eBay, Amazon.com and etc. (Mangold and Faulds 2009: 358).

How is Line Social Mediadifferent from traditional media?

Line Social Mediaenables the flexible networks of political organization and communication outside of traditional
civil society networks and media centers and reduces the obstacles of institutional mechanisms. It also attracts different
people and expands the number of members. With these new opportunities, the old forms of political participation such as
representatives or institutionalized participation has been declining while the non-institutionalized or extra-representative
modes of participation has been rising significantly and becomes more individualistic and ephemeral, less elite driven, derive

from lifestyle choices. (Perea, Jensen, and Jorba 2012: 5).

Research Methodology and Methods

1) Literature Review

The research applies the qualitative methodology by starting with the theoretical literature review on Line Social
Mediaand political communication to understand what is Line Social Mediaand how it plays role in politics. Later, the
concept of hate speech is explored to understand how it can provoke the hatred against the others.

2) Interviews

The online interviews were conducted through the selection of 15 members of political Line Social Mediapages

from the pro and the anti-government in Thailand as they are the biggest active political movement groups that play roles in
Thai politics. The random selection was done by visiting the Line Social Mediafan pages of the pro and the antigovernment

ones, and observing the behavior of some members, then followed those who left comments that show their political position.
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Then, private messages were sent to ask for an interview online.The information gained from the interview is used to analyze
and reflect a part of reality of what is happened in Thai politics and how Line Social Mediaas one of social medial plays role
in Thai politics, as well as whether the use of Line Social Mediais abused to provoke hatred and divides people in Thai

society.

Analysis of the Findings

The analysis will be conducted based on the information gains from Social Media. The main analysis includes how hate
speech is used in the case by applying the definition of hate speech before characterized into 3 hate speech types with
examples found from the case before ending with the analysis how hate speech plays role in political discussion in the case.

1) How is Hate Speech used in the posts and comments of the case?
From the findings, 3 types of hate speech are found to use against individual or groups of people based on nationalities,
beliefs, genders, cultures, political beliefs and this expression is aimed to provoke hatred against such individuals or groups of
people by using rude and curse words such as defamation, destroy images of people, dehumanizing, violating human rights.

2) Dehumanizing speech
38.82% of posts is found to be dehumanizing speech as there are the uses of words of disgusting, inferior, regarded the
referred politicians as crock coach; buffaloes and lizards while those who support them are regarded as animals like lizards,
cockroaches, insane people and should not be born as human.

3) Devaluing speech
This is the biggest proportion (52.94%) of hate speech found in the case, mostly is the devaluation on human value of the
referred politiciansand their supporters for more than 90%. Some parts of speeches are reposted with sarcastic comments
which gain huge number of likes, comments, and shares from members.

4) How hate speech and Line Social Mediaprovokes hatred among Line Social Mediausers?
After the finding, it is obvious that Line Social Mediausers from the case use Line Social Mediafor expressing political views
using rude words to dehumanize and to devalue the opponents due to their different political views, this undoubtedly regarded
as hate speech. According to the study of Foundation for Media Literacy (Media Monitor), the use of hate speech is dangerous
especially in dis-cussing the sensitive topics in the society particularly the society that people are already divided (2012: 10)
like in Thailand. Thereproduction of hate speech by a huge number of people from time to time especially with the help of
online social media. Within one click, it can disseminate such hate speech to members. Absolutely, this can cause the
exclusion of people who have different views in society easily. In the worst case, it can even stimulate the violence such as
the threatening that found in the case.

5) Evidences of violence caused by the use of hate speeches on Social Media
Though there is no violence found from the case study caused by the use of hate speech in inviting to attack the political
opponents, there are obviously the violence in using words to hurt others’ feeling such as dehumanizing and de-valuing the

human being of the opponents. This can be agitated more violence in reality supposing the political situation in Thailand turns
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worse than present. Line Social Mediabecomes a social space to throw the feeling of hatred against the opponents and this

hatred was welcomed greatly by a huge number of people.

Conclusion

By studying the use of Line Social Mediain Thailand for political purposes, this research has aimed to contribute the
findings to support the existing studies about the violence provoked both verbally and physically in online communities. The
research reveals that the characteristics of contents on political Face-book page of the case study are full with hate speech that
are reproduced and politicalized repeatedly and link to any events both in the past and present to support the discussion
among the like-minded Line Social Mediausers for propaganda, attacking the opponents, and mobilization of people. Besides,
this research, in general, help explain what happened in Thai politics especially the violence that is ready to happen in reality
between those who has opposite views on politics. Also, the research can demonstrate the phenomenon that is happening in
Thailand right now that a huge mass of people are mobilized starting from Line Social Mediapage. Lastly, the research has
some observations on the findings that should be noted. No posts gives opportunities for the opposite side to explain the
accusation or clarification. Thus, the posts and comments on the Line Social Mediacannot be counted as reliable. Apart from
that the rapid posts of information some-times are done without reexamination. Plus, if the research about this in the future

should select more types of Line Social Mediawhich will make the research more complete and convincing.
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Young Thais’ in Bangkok’Political Participation: A Case Study in Bangkok Thailand.

ThammarakRuengcharas, Ph.D.
Abstract

Prominent theories in political participation literature predict that those with higher levels of income and
education are more like to engage in politics. Given the perception of Young Thais’ in Bangkokas wealthy and well
educated it is puzzling not only to find that this community has low levels of political participation, but that a similar
pattern emerges in the United States. It is to this background that this article aims to shed light on the political
attitudes and participation of Young Thais’ in Bangkok, and reports on results from depth interviews held in
Christchurch between December 2017 and early 2018. A small pilot study of six Young Thais’ in Bangkokaged
between 18-24 years and five of their parents were interviewed regarding their voting habits, their participation in
other political activities, and their interest in politics. This article identifies six prominent theories of political
participation and assesses their ability to explain the political participation of this small sample of Young Thais’ in
Bangkok. This article finds that while the participants in this study relate closely to their ethnic and cultural
backgrounds, they often identify Young Thais’ in Bangkok as ‘home’ and see their future in Young Thais’ in
Bangkok. The participants also discussed politics and participation in terms commonly associated with a typical
youth cohort, rather than what might be expected of a minority youth cohort. While the six youth participants in this
study did not participate extensively in political activities, the interviewees indicated they are interested in politics
and feel that they can influence politics in Young Thais’ in Bangkok, should they choose to do so.

Furthermore, this research highlights how theories which have been found to be influential in predicting
the political engagement of Thai youth may not adequately explain the engagement of their society. All participants
were asked to fill out a questionnaire and were asked questions from a list of predetermined discussion prompts in an
interview that lasted no longer than one hour. This qualitative pilot study reinforces the findings of Park,that in this
case Young Thais’ in Bangkok do not participate extensively in politics. Levels of participation however, are not
alarmingly low as most appeared to be interested in Thailand politics, voted in one or both of the elections
questioned about, and even participated in a few non-traditional activities.No one theory was able to fully account
for the participation habits of this sample, although the findings indicate that this sample is interested in politics and
discuss politics is terms commonly associated with a typical youth cohort, rather than what be expected of a minority
youth cohort. This last point is interesting in that it indicates that this sample does not feel isolated or excluded from
Thailand politics.

Keywords: Young Thai, Political Participation.
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Introduction

In recent years there has been a growing interest in the role of the Thai community in Thai’s political
culture (Ip, 2011; Ip, 2006; Park, 2016). In particular there have been a number of initiatives, both legislative and
academic, aimed at encouraging Thaiand other minority groups to vote and engage in Thaipolitics. These initiatives
come at a time when there are increasing numbers of Young Thais’ in Bangkok, yet there is surprisingly little
research on the political experiences of these groups. One exception to this is a major study conducted in 2016 by
Shee Jong Park which suggested that political participation and levels of external efficacy in the Thaicommunity is
considerably lower than that of the general population. In a representative political system where the voice of the
public is intended to be the voice of the government, it is concerning that many in the Thaicommunity appear to be
opting out of political life. Indeed, as Dalton (2012, p.32) puts it, ‘Democracy requires an active citizenry because it
is through discussion, popular interest, and involvement in politics that societal goals should be defined and carried
out. Without public involvement in the process, democracy lacks both its legitimacy and its guiding force.

Given the growing significance of the Thai community in Thai, recent quantitative research by Park

highlighting low Thai political participation and efficacy, and the relative dearth of research in the Thai context, it
seems timely to conduct a detailed, qualitative study into what influences the political participation of Young Thais’
in Bangkok. The next article will now review several theories prominent in the political participation literature as
well as examine the empirical evidence surrounding these models. These theories will provide the basis for
discussion in the subsequent articles as well as provide the framework for the primary research undertaken in this
Article.
Arguments have been made that political participation is influenced by a variety of factors. Income, age, gender and
political institutions are just some of the factors thought to influence political participation (Verba and Nie, 1972;
Verba, Schlozman and Brady, 1995; Wolfinger and Rosenstone, 1980). For an Young Thais’ in Bangkok community
participation may also be predicated on a variety of other factors such as fluency in the language of the host country,
knowledge of the political structure and institutions, discrimination, and Young Thais’ in Bangkok generation (Cho,
1999; Lien, 2004; Lien, Conway and Wong, 2004; Park, 2006).

This articles identifies broad theories of Political socialization and political participation. These theories
are rational choice, socioeconomic theory, acculturation, institutional factors, political socialization and political
efficacy. This article also discusses these theories in the context of Young Thais’ in Bangkok’ political participation
in Thailand. This is by no means a comprehensive list of theories of political participation, nor are they mutually
exclusive. Rather, each adds further information to the complex picture of why people choose to participate or not,

and as such, will provide the theoretical basis of this study.

Political socialization and political participation
Socialization is the process through which one acquires ‘prevailing norms and modes of behavior’ and is

perhaps one of the least researched areas in terms of Young Thais’ in Bangkok political participation (Jennings and
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Neimi, 1974, p.5, italics in original). Socialization theories of political participation examine how agents of political
socialization, such as peers, school, religious institutions and places of work, influence political engagement, or how
these agents (re)socialize adult Young Thais’ in Bangkok into the political culture of their new home country.
Traditional theories of political socialisation have focused on the role of the family as the primary agent of
socialization with information flowing from parents down to their children (Edwards, Saha and Print, 2006; Janoski
and Wilson, 1995; Jennings, Stoker and Bowers, 1999), however, more recent studies have shown that children may
also influence the political beliefs and behavior of their parents (McDevitt and Chaffee, 2002).

In the case of Young Thais’ in Bangkokthese findings raise several interesting points which this study aims
to examine. How and where do Young Thais’ in Bangkoklearn about Thailandpolitics? How do families influence
socialization in immigrant situations? Do both children and adults report agents of socialization different to those of

majority group members, such as ethnic community groups, and is there any evidence of a life-cycle effect?

Structure of this study

This study began by discussing our current knowledge of Asian political participation in Thailand and
identified several gaps and puzzles in our current knowledge of Asian political engagement. The remainder of this
study now examines the issues surrounding the political participation of young Thais through a comparison with the

United States and by reporting on the results of depth interviews with young people and their parents in Bangkok.

Data collection methods/research design

This research uses the qualitative technique of depth interviews. Interviews were semi-structured in order
to cover the overall topics but also allowed for ‘spontaneous’ interactions 14 Grounded theory involves the
formulation of theories based on patterns and commonalities in data (Babbie, 2005) and responses. To examine the
political attitudes and participation of Young Thais’ in Bangkok and their parents a total of 11 interviews were held
in late 2017 and early 2018. Six interviews were conducted with a youth cohort aged between 18 and 24 years.
Interviews were also conducted with three of the parents of the youth sample in order to test theories of political
socialization and to gauge how the migration process has influenced political socialization within family units.

Interviews lasted approximately one hour and were audio recorded and then typed into written transcripts.

How has Young Adult’s political participation in Thailand been studied?

The interview participants were found through snowball sampling. Snowball sampling is an effective
method of recruiting participants when members of a small community are being sought, as was the case in this
study (Babbie, 2005). Thus, the participants in this study were recruited by asking peers, co-workers and family
members if they knew of people who may fit my requirements and be willing to share their experiences with me.
Participants were selected using what Maxwell (2005) calls ‘purposeful selection.” That is, selecting particular

people that fulfil a particular criteria; that have a specific knowledge and can therefore provide you with particular
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information. Thus, while the results of this study are not generalisable to the wider youth Asian community in New
Zealand, this study aims to provide valuable insights into how this community views and participates in
Thailandpolitics.

The interviews undertaken as a part of this research were also granted by means of Participants were fully informed
and were provided with information and consent forms and Participants were also advised that they could withdraw
at any time as well as revise any comments made in their interview at a later date. Names were changed to preserve
anonym.

The need for qualitative research were that given our lack of knowledge on the political habits and attitudes of
Young Thais’ in Bangkok, this study uses qualitative research methods in order to enhance our understanding of
how and why Young Thais’ in Bangkok participate in politics. Qualitative research methods are especially useful in
studies where little is known about a topic and where insight is sought rather than generalisations (Davidson and

Tollich, 2003).

Research validity

Key to any research project is ensuring that the results are an accurate portrayal of the empirical evidence
and that the research is ‘well grounded’ (Ritchie and Lewis, 2003, p.270). While there are many tools available to
help researchers achieve validity in their research, Maxwell remarks that research validity ‘is a goal rather than a
product,” and that the validity of findings is not guaranteed even by following a set list of measures (Maxwell, 2005,
p.105). There are, however, a series of measures that can be undertaken in order to ensure that one’s findings are
credible and reliable, several of which have been undertaken in this research project and now will be discussed.
Finally, one common criticism of social research is that it was conducted by ‘outsiders’ who have little or no
understanding of the inner working of an ethnic community (Spoonley, 2003). As a member of the ThailandAsian
community, of a similar age to the youth cohort, as well as raised in the Christchurch area, it is hoped that my
position as a relative ‘insider’ in the community will ensure participants feel comfortable and thus encourage greater

discussion.

Findings

This article presents the results of the six youth interviews and five parent interviews held in late 2017 and
2018. All interviews, apart from two of the parent interviews in which both parents participated, were held on a one-
on-one basis. All participants were asked to fill out a questionnaire and were asked questions from a list of
predetermined discussion prompts in an interview that lasted no longer than one hour. This qualitative pilot study
reinforces the findings,that in this case Young Thais’ in Bangkok do not participate extensively in politics. Levels of
participation however, are not alarmingly low as most appeared to be interested in Thailand politics, voted in one or
both of the elections questioned about, and even participated in a few non-traditional activities. Most participants,

with the exception of Donna, conveyed a good knowledge of Thailand politics and appeared to feel confident that
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they did not know how to participate should they choose to do so. This youth sample appears to follow in line with
the life-cycle theory of political participation. Without a significant stake in society in the form of a house, a
mortgage, and a career many participants seem to find it difficult to understand how government can and does
influence their everyday lives. With Thai government appearing as remote or irrelevant to this cohort, there is little
incentive to participate in politics.

Reported levels of political efficacy were not found to be a consistent predictor of political participation in
this study. Most expressed at least a moderate interest in politics, although there was some cynicism ex pressed about
the extent to which it was felt that politicians cared about whether the government listened to the general public.
However, it was striking to find that the least politically active and informed participant was also the only Thai
participant. The experience of being born, raised, and socialized in Thai has not yet provided them with the
confidence to participate. Interviewers’ experience raises questions about how other experiences, such as the
experience of alertness itself, has the potential to politicize Young citizens in Thailand. In this sample, Hannah
reported that her interactions with government agencies influenced her perceptions and expectations of government
agencies, and raised her interest in the operations of the Thailand government. This is despite the fact that she also
reported that she found Thai politics boring compared to Korean politics, in part due to a lack of geopolitical
tensions similar to those in Asia. The experience of migration therefore should be considered as a potentially
politically socializing experience for Young Thais’ in Bangkok and as such is an area worthy of greater research.
The next chapter will conclude this study by examining how the results of this study compare to other studies
conducted in Thailandas well as examine the methodological and theoretical implications of this research.

Results reported in this article will be presented in eight sections, the first providing some essential
background information to the participants including age and their current work or study status. The subsequent
seven sections will each address one of the research questions already identified in the article.To review, the

research questions are as follows:

Conclusion

This study began by highlighting research which indicated that Thais’participate less in politics than the
national averages, yet the reasons for this disparity were unclear. In particular, this section will focus on the results
of Park’s recent study of Thais in order to provide a more in depth assessment of the Thailandexperience.
Furthermore, the methodology used in this pilot study will also be assessed for its strengths and weaknesses. At
nearly 90% of Thailand’s population, given thatstudies which indicate low political engagement in this community
are concerning. Previous research indicates that young people are some of the least likely people to engage in
politics, making it crucial that we seek a greater understanding of the political participation and attitudes of this
cohort.

Thus, this study aimed to shed light on the little studied topic of young Thais’ political participation in

BangkokThailand.While the qualitative nature of this study means that results are unable to be generalized to the
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wider youngThai population, several interesting and important observations were made. Similar to previous studies
in Thailand and the United States, this study finds that the Young Thais in Bangkok interviewed in this study have
low rates of political participation. No one theory was able to fully account for the participation habits of this
sample, although the findings indicate that this sample is interested in politics and discuss politics is terms
commonly associated with a typical youth cohort, rather than what be expected of a minority youth cohort. This last
point is interesting in that it indicates that this sample does not feel isolated or excluded from Thailand politics.

Overall however, while it is important to take into account cultural factors as influences on participation,
the 18-24 year old cohort at the focus of this study seemed to be more influenced by their age and life-cycle stage,
rather than their cultural backgrounds. The participants in this study professed to be interested in Thailand politics
and many are already engaged in a variety of political activities. However, several identified a lack of significant
societal ‘stakes,” such as a career and mortgage, as disincentives to participating in politics. Thus, it would seem that
the life-cycle explanation may be a useful description of this sample, and that given time to build up these societal
assets, these participants are likely to engage later in life given their current (although not acted on) interest in
politics. However, on the other hand, if voting is a habit that is established when young, then perhaps this particular
sample will be unlikely to participate later in life, making further research an indispensability.

Finally, this study raises questions about the applicability of several theories of participation, an important
area for future research. Most theories have had their widest application in relation to majority
communities,however, minority groups are faced with a unique set of informational, legal, and linguistic barriers. In
particular, this study found that deviations from theories such as the socioeconomic model challenge traditional
assumptions as to what factors play the dominant role in influencing political participation. The socialization model
also may need to be applied with caution as different agents of socialization may be key in the political socialization

of Young Thais’ in Bangkok groups.

Recommendation

As the Thai community continues to grow it becomes imperative that this group feels it is able to and knows how to
participate in Thailand politics. This study has identified several factors important in influencing the participation of
Young Thais’ in Bangkok, however, ongoing research is necessary if we wish to seek deeper into the puzzle of

young Thai political participation.
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