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Abstract

The objectives of this research were: 1) to study the concepts and principles
of people’s participation in the Board of Correction, 2) to study Thai and international
laws related to prisoner’s rehabilitation, 3) to study the problems of people’s
participation in the Board of Correction on prisoner’s rehabilitation and 4) to study
guidelines for solving problems of people’s participation in the Board of Correction on
prisoner’s rehabilitation.

The findings revealed that:

1. People’s participation was regarded as an important principle to create
sustainable democracy and to promote of good governance for enforcing the state
power, especially for investigation of government’s performance and made the
government had more social responsibility as well as made sure that people’s need
shall be met. People’s participation as a part of the Board of Correction had its
significant role in vocational trainings to rehabilitate offenders according to the penalty
law and might be affected them to receive justice and return back to society normally.

2. Prison’s rehabilitation in Thailand was under the Correction Act B.E. 2560
(2017) by determining of each rehabilitation in accordance with characteristics of case
and criminal circumstance. In Japan, the Offenders Rehabilitation Law 1949 was issued
to promote rehabilitation system by focusing on basic principle of offender
classification. Republic of Singapore had a concept to provide trainings for offenders in
prisons and crime seemed to be a behavioral problem, criminals were not victims of
society or environment. For the Kingdom of Sweden, imprisonment was not a proper
method for treating with all kinds of offenders, whereas trainings for offenders should
be conducted by communities for enabling them to live normally. Penalty Law and
Measure of Safety for Restricted Freedom 1976 the Last Amendment 2001 that
currently used in the Federal Republic of Germany was a law stipulated with distinct
rights of prisoners. In UK, Prison Act of 1952 determined correctional jobs on training
and treating offenders to motivate and support prisoners for being able to return back
to society with good quality of life in the future.

3. The Correction Act B.E. 2560 (2017) had not any principles and conditions
for public sector to participate in prisoner’s rehabilitation as a part of the Board of

Correction, Prisoners Classification Committee and Penalty Suspension Committee.
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However, the structure and authority of correctional officers stipulated by the laws was
not in accordance with the principle of prisoner’s rehabilitation due to professional experts in
various occupations were not assigned to participate in prison administration for actual
rehabilitation. Meanwhile, in Singapore appointed professional officers in various
occupations; in aspect of education, public health, vocational training and etc.; to
participate and operate in form of a state enterprise.

4. Specialists in vocational training should be added in the Section 8 (4) of
Correction Act B.E. 2560 (2017) and a statement as “ by having representatives who
were specialists in aspect of vocational training” should be added in the second
paragraph of Clause 15 of the Regulations of Ministry of Justice relating to Rules and
Methods of Prisoners Classification and Separated Imprisonment, Classification of
Absolute Convicts, Reduction of Punishment Days and Penalty Suspension B.E. 2559
(2016). Moreover, representatives in aspect of vocational training as a working group of
the prison for determination of penalty suspension should be stipulated in Clause 45
of the Ministerial Regulations relating to Determine Benefits and Conditions for
Reduction of Punishment Days or Penalty Suspension and Release that the Absolute
Convicts shall be Complied B.E. 2562 (2019). “(4) Specialists in vocational training”
should be added in Clause 12 of the Regulations of Department of Corrections relating
to Authority of Prison Officers and Appointment of Assistant Office of Department of
Corrections B.E. 2561 (2018).

Keywords: People’s participation, prisoner’s rehabilitation, penalty law.
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