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The development of laws to control online gambling in Thailand
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Abstract

The objectives of this research are as follows: 1) To study the principles and restrictions of
laws relating to online gambling in Thailand 2) To study foreign laws regulating online gambling 3)
To conduct comparative analysis of Thai laws and foreign laws in order to make proposals for
developing Thai online gambling laws. The results of the study are as follows; 1) According to foreign
laws, law relating to online gambling can be divided into 2 establishing specific laws for online
gambling and applying general gambling laws to online gambling. Comparing to Thailand, there are
two groups of law; Gambling Act which is specific law and other related laws such as Computer
Crimes Act , Child Protection Act, however, neither group sets specific principles for regulating online

gambling. 2) According to foreign laws, regulating online gambling can be divided into 3 systems: a
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monopoly, a license system, a gambling prohibition with exceptions. Thai laws can be categorized as
a mixture of monopoly and licensing. 3) Contrary to certain countries’ law, Thai law does not
establish independent and specialized organization to regulate gambling or online gambling. 4) Thai
laws provide no specific measures for regulating online gambling advertising and the protection of
children and youth from online gambling, The results of the study lead to recommendations for the
development of Thai law by using a foreign laws as a model

Keywords: Online gambling, Gambling Act, Advertising of online gambling, child protection
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