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The study of legal meaning of “Distortive computer data” according to
section 14 (1) of Computer related Crime Act B.E. 2550 amended B.E.
2560 and the compliance with human right principles
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Abstract

An amendment to Section 14 (1) of the 2017 Computer-related Crime Act is intended to
apply to computer fraud crimes. However, this amendment added new elements of "Distortive
computer data" which has no legal definition. This study found the broad meaning and interpretation
of Distortive computer data which could be applied and prosecuted other online activities apart from
computer frauds such as making political views or public issues. A comparative study of Thai law and
foreign law found indicates that the Cybercrime conventions and computer crime laws of several

countries which includes computer fraud offenses provide no element of "Distortive computer data".
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Some countries did not include the truth or falsehood of the content as an element of computer
fraud offence. In addition, this study using human right principles to analyzes elements of Article 14
(1) and found that “Distortive computer data” element is incompatible with several human rights
criteria, such as narrowness and specificity, necessity and proportion. Hence, this study proposes
recommendation to amend Computer-related Crime Act by deleting element of "Distorted
Computer Information” from Article 14 (1)

Keywords: Computer Crime, Freedom of speech, Distortive computer data, Human right
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