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Changes and Cultural Adaptation of Lao Viang ethnic group in Thewarat

Sub district, Chaiyo District, Ang Thong Province
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Abstract

The research “Changes and Cultural Adaptation of Lao Viang ethnic group in Thewarat Sub
District, Chaiyo District, Ang Thong Province” aims to study changes and cultural adaptation amongst
Lao Viang ethnic group in Thewarat Sub District, Chaiyo District, Ang Thong Province, Thailand, and
find basic courses in restoration and conservation of the community’s cultural heritage.

The result suggests (1) In language concern, Lao Viang language has lost due to the feature
of community’s open location, which allows different cultures to access. Moreover, centralization in
education and cultural domination in a family are critical factors making Thai a commmon language for
the Lao Viang. (2) The folks gradually change their costumes in accordance with changes in life style
- from agricultural to industrial way of life. More convenient transportation to distribute more
products from the outers and modern fashion fancy are also in account. (3) In local homestead,
forms, material and space of the house have altered in terms of changes in the environment,
construction technology and economic status of the folks. (4) In entertainment, “Can”, a local
areophone made from bamboo, has died from the Lao Viang’s culture due to the government’s
policy to create centralized identity, together with lack of cultural successor and modern music
preference. (5) Consumption, which reveals close relationship between the environment and
people’s life, has changed in proportion to the local conditions; expanding shops and different
lifestyle. (6) Rituals and belief in ghost are adjusted to Buddhism. Moreover, elaborate details in the
rituals have adapted to modern life style.

Proposal to restore and reserve Lao Viang culture is based on concerns about ethnicity
amongst the Lao Viang. The local headman should be promoted a cultural leader and cultural study

centre should be established in the community.

Keywords: Lao Viang ethnic group, Cultural, Ang Thong Province
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