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A COMPARTIVE ANALYSIS OF THE PERFORMANCE OF
THE EAST AND THE WEST RONG-NGENG
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study the history and components of
Pattani Royal Court Rong-Ngeng, Sea Folk Rong-Ngeng, and Tanyong Rong-Ngeng.
Additionally, the study also covered the comparative analysis of the patterns of
Rong-Ngeng performance. The area of research emphasized restrictively on the East
and West coasts of the Southern parts of Thailand. The East part comprised of
Pattani Royal Court Rong-Ngeng by Arjarn Nopphamart Promnuchathip whereas the
West part comprised of Sea Folk Rong-Ngeng by Sung Ga Au Group in Krabi province
and Tanyong Rong-Ngeng by Park Bang Group in Satun province.

The findings discovered that Rong-Ngeng performance was influenced and
developed from Brunyo dancing of Portuguese and was popular in Melayu cape.
Pattani Royal Court Rong-Ngeng was revived in Jaruwisetsuksakorn nobleman era. The
performance was mixed with classical Thai dancing. Lakudoovor dance as the first
song. The performance required couples of both male and female performers. The
dancing emphasized on the movements of feet rather than hands. Sea Folk Rong-
Ngeng was first performed at Lanta Island. It was used to perform in Floating Boat
Fishermen Tradition. The performance started with the dance to worship Khru
(teachers) for three songs, ended with the singing of Tabeijae song in Malay language,
and was performed only by female. The focus was on the parallel movements of
hands and feet, and handkerchief was used as a dancing prop. It was popularly
performed in Thai-Muslim group. The dance to worship Khru for two songs, and
finished with Lahoodoovor song using Southern dialect to retort the dialogues. The
dancing pattern highlighted on the hip drop movements.

The comparative analysis of the patterns of the three types of Rong-Ngeng
revealed that basis of musical instruments, melody, and footstep dancing derived
from the Western group of people blending with local cultures such as the musical

composition of Puntoon poetry, Malayu lyrics, and specific types of Malayu costumes
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invented from different ways of life, outer environmental influence, and social
adjustment, influenced Pattani Royal Court Rong-Ngeng to be beautiful movements.
On the contrary, the patterns of Sea Folk Rong-Ngeng and Tanyong Rong-Ngeng were
found to be simple in a villager style reflecting the ways of life of Southern people in

the past

Keywords : the comparative analysis of the patterns of Rong-Ngeng performance,

East CoastRong-Ngeng, West CoastRong-Ngeng
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